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Retail prices of 65 new drugs fixed

SAMKET KOUL
Mewr Diethl, 12 Degemiber

The Natonal Fharmaceutical
Pricing Authority (NPPA) has
fixed retail prices for 65 new
drug formulatons and noti-
fled celling price Miation of 13
formulations. The regulatory
body, under the Department
of Pharmoaceuticals, also
revised the ceiling prices of
seven other dnugs 1o Inclade
thir impact of the (UDOSSE per
cent increase In dnug prices In
the National List of Exsential
Drugs (NLEM), based on the
changes in the wholesale
price index (WP for 2024.
The deciskon to mevise the
prices of the fovmulations was
taken during the authority's
128th meeting on December
12, Prices have been fxed for
drugs used 1o treat Type 2 dia-
betes, high cholesterol, bacte-
rial Inlections, and
painkillers, wherean drugs
with revised criling prices
include vaccines for rables,
tetanus, and measles, among
other, soconding o muliple
notifications from the NPPA
The revision and fixation
of retadl and ceiling prices isa
routine exercise undertaken
by the NPPA. The drug pric-
ing regulator is vested with
the responsibility of Mxing

(osT
PLAY

8 The dedition o revise the prices of
{ne formulations was When
during the XPPA's 128Lh meeting

ml‘.lec_f.wm“l!
. o Prices hawe been Moed for drogs
- used to treat Type 2 dlabetes

& The government mentioned
that makers of wheduled
formulations dhall revise the
prices of 3l formu lations
downward not exceeding the
tedling price

and revising the prices of
pharmaceutical  products,
enforcing provisions of the
Drug Price Coatrol Order
(PO, and monitoring the
prices of both controlled and
decontrolled drugs. In o a
recent government notifica
tion, retall prices of essential
fixed combination drugs
(FDCs) sach as a combsipation
of morvaszatin and eretimibe
tablets, usact 1o treat high cho-
lesterol, by reducing “bad®
cholestenol {LIM.) and trighyc-
eriide levels have boen Mxed,
FDCs are crups that contain a
combination of two or more
active pharmbceutionl ngre-
dients (AP} In a single form,
usually manufactored and
distributed In a fixed mtio.

Other FDCs Included In
the list include the combing-
tions of dispersible amoxy-
clllin and potasslum clavu-
lanare weed 1o trest bacterial
{nfections such as sinusitis,
amnd gliclazide and met-
formin hydrochloride, which
is used o treat Type 2 dia-
betes. The Hst slso includes
disary supplements such as
oml cholecalciferol (Vitamin
D3) tablets and antifungal
ltrsconarale capsules,

The 20 drups whose cedl-
Ing prices hawe baen revised
inciude 13 pew drags such as
infectable immunogiobins for
mables, tetanus, mensles, and
BCG. whereas prices of the
other seven dnigs have been
rmevised aftor review opder o

include WP mate Impact,

‘This list of seven essential
formulations includes
Injectable version of thiamine
(Vitamin BI), versions of lig-
nocaine (local anesthetic).
tablets for ascorbic acid
{(Vitamin C), and tablet and
leuid werstons of clar-
lihsormycin (antibiotic).

The government notiflca-
thon mentioned that manu-
Bactumers of schadiled fomnu-
lations selling Its branded,
generic, or both versions at a
price higher than the celling
price (plus Goods and
Services Tax as applicable),
shall revise the prices of all
such lformulations downwand
not exceeding the ceiling
price specified.
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